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Breakdown of Events & Attendance 

The Clonmel Busking Festival ran from Thursday the 10th of August to Sunday 

the 13th of August inclusive. It was the 8th year of the festival. Events kicked off 

on Thursday, with the Launch Night in Hotel Minella. Friday saw the 

introduction of the Kids Street Carnival on Mitchell Street, the Bulmers Busking 

Competition was on the streets of Clonmel on Saturday and the festival 

concluded on Sunday with the Family Fun Day in Denis Burke Park. 

Attendance figures for all of the events were very positive with indications that 

the festival continues to go from strength to strength and grow in popularity 

with visitors and locals alike. 

 

  

Thursday - Launch Night 

Friday - Kids Street Carnival 

Thursday - Launch Night Short Film 
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Saturday - Busking on the Streets 

Sunday Funday in the Park 
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Festival Brochure 2017 
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Thursday - The Launch Night 

The Launch Night consisted of variety of music, dance and comedy. A short 

film, titled “Crotty’s Gold” was premiered. The event was enjoyed by a large 

attendance of 400 adults and 300 children. The main cast of the film were 

service users of RehabCare in Knocklofty. The Clonmel Busking Festival is 

very conscious of social inclusion so successfully work with RehabCare 

annually to create a short film. The film and the accompanying graphic novel 

are now available for purchase in The Clonmel Tourist Office.   
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Festival goers were treated to a mix of music and dance. Worthy of noting, 

Synergy Dance is comprised of kids of varying ages from rapid areas. Synergy 

Dance participates in the festival yearly as the reception they receive is second 

to none.  
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Friday - Kids Street Carnival 

For the first time in the events history a Kids Street Carnival took place on 

Mitchell Street. Entertainment included live music, a puppet show, a Mario Kart 

competition and some clowning around. Kids were provided with free candy 

floss and popcorn when they presented a ticket. The tickets were available in 

the days leading up to the event. As it was a new event the organisers were 

unsure of how successful it would be. As the day of the event was getting 

closer tickets ran out. There were 2,500 people in attendance and 1,400 candy 

floss and popcorn were handed out.  
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Saturday - Bulmers Busking Competition 

Saturday was the main day as the buskers took to the streets. In total there 

was over 200 people busking in locations around Clonmel town. Competitive 

and popular as ever, it was thought by knowledgeable musically inclined 

people to be of an unprecedented high standard. Even though the weather 

wasn’t favourable, locals were out in force supporting the festival.  

One person to note in particular is Ciara Elliott. Ciara is a 10 year old child 

prodigy who won ‘Child Prodigy of France’ in Paris in March. Then in May she 

came first in Geneva and second in Switzerland in the ‘Competition of Young 

Talents’. In June she came First in the ‘International Classical Violin 

Competition’ in Italy under 11's . 
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Sunday - Family Fun Day 

The festival concluded on the Sunday with the highly anticipated Family Fun 

Day held in Denis Burke Park. Banna Cluain Meala opened up proceedings 

with a march to the park and there were several other live musical acts to 

entertain the large crowd. There were bouncy castles and water-balling for the 

kids, with food and drink stalls available to sate the appetite. There was a free 

wrestling event to further entertain everyone and thankfully the weather smiled 

kindly for the duration of activities.  

Hand-held clickers were used to keep count of people coming into the event at 

the two main entrances of the park. As seen in the below picture there were 

6,230 people in attendance. 
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Saturday Night in the Pubs 

Over the four nights of the festival the social scene in Clonmel came alive with 

the sound of music. The publicans of Clonmel join forces with the Clonmel 

Busking Festival committee every year to provide high quality free to enter 

musical entertainment. Attendance in the pubs was very successful, with 

people packing out all of the venues. 

 

 

  

Truly DiVine Devil’s Cadillac 

John Spillane, the King of Busking Dublin City Ramblers 
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Organisations Operations 

Community/Social/Economic Benefits 

The Busking Festival is a huge asset to the community of Clonmel every year. 

The town is buzzing every summer in the lead up to the event. People are 

talking about it on the street, anticipating it, a common celebration young and 

old are looking forward to. It provides a sense of togetherness for the town and 

the turn out never disappoints. The community comes out in force to celebrate 

and support buskers. The Clonmel Busking Festival has become a tradition for 

many in its own right, which in turn reinforces the identity of the town. It 

provides a sense of belonging for its community and is inclusive of people from 

all backgrounds no matter their age, race, gender or profession. 

Locals relish working together to achieve the same end goal, the fun in 

participating and then having the opportunity to reminisce about it afterwards 

while at the same time already looking forward to next year’s event.  

There is an increased number of tourists to the town for the festival. As the 

festival is well established it attracts people locally, nationally and 

internationally. As a result of the increase in tourists, the local economy 

benefits greatly. Local shops, pubs and restaurants experience an increase in 

money being spent which is fantastic for the town. 
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Heritage, Arts & Tourism 

Arts, culture and heritage all function as a tourism attraction, which enhances 

the tourism product, adding value to the experience of the visitor while at the 

same time generating additional bed-nights for local hotels and B&Bs and 

higher profit turnover for local shop owners. 

Music is very much the key celebration of the festival, with busking participants 

ranging in age. Traditional Irish music was celebrated greatly with each busker 

bringing their own unique flare transforming traditional into modern. The main 

area for music on the Saturday was at The Main Guard, Clonmel’s only 

heritage site, with the high open arches emphasising and complimenting the 

music being played. Cross-sectoral co-operation which was present during the 

festival represents a business opportunity from the perspective of tourism.  

With the different sectors collectively coming together and working in unison 

with each other, the festival is a successful project each year. The festival is 

problem-free because collaborative relations have been built up and a shared 

trust developed.   

The Busking Festival is organized around live musical performances, which 

act as unique special events in local pubs that attract visitors from an 

expansive breadth of demographics. Tourists to the town are exposed to a 

wide range of entertainment which functions as a unique driver for the 

community that can build post-festival tourism awareness. 

Bed-nights in and around Clonmel were reported to be at full capacity over the 

few days as evidenced in the chart below following direct contact with 

administration at each accommodation site. 



 

 

- Clonmel Busking Festival 2017 -     Page | 13  

Accommodation Sites 

 Ballymacarbry Hostel  25 rooms 

 Beentee House  4 rooms 

 Befani’s Townhouse  9 rooms 

 Benuala B&B  6 rooms 

 Brighton House  6 rooms 

 Cappahouse Farmhouse  3 rooms 

 Clonmel Park Hotel  99 rooms 

 Coolcree Cottage  2 rooms 

 Derryclooney Lodge  2 rooms 

 Farrenwick Country House  3 rooms 

 Fennessy’s Hotel  10 rooms 

 Glasha Farmhouse  10 rooms 

 Hanora’s Cottage  5 rooms 

 Hillcourt B&B  5 rooms 

 Hillcrest Guesthouse  9 rooms 

 Hotel Minella  90 rooms 

 Kilmaneen Farmhouse  3 rooms 

 Leefield House  8 rooms 
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 Lissarda B&B  7 rooms 

 Mulcahys Hotel  15 rooms 

 Nagles B&B  13 rooms 

 Raheen House  15 rooms 

 

 

Accommodation on all sites totals 349. On average there was two people per 

room, excluding Ballymacarbry Hostel which held 25 people. The total number 

of people utilizing accommodation in Clonmel and its surrounding areas was 

673. 
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Festival Board Members 

 Chairman  Pat English 

 Secretary  Liam Condon 

 Treasurer  Simon Molloy 

 Committee Members  Eelco Beckers 

 Elaine Lyons 

 Rita Bourke 

 Paddy O’Mahony 

 

 

Voluntary Members 

 Shakra Productions  Street Entertainment 

 Service users RehabCare  Main cast in short film 

created for the Launch 

Night 
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Marketing and PR  

Various methods and mediums were used in order to successfully market the 

2017 Clonmel Busking Festival. Large, easy to see signs were placed on 

approaching roads such as the sign on the Tesco roundabout on the N24 

which caters for a huge volume of traffic daily. Signs were also strategically 

placed around the town which alerted the large footfall of the upcoming event. 

 

There were discussions about the festival on TippFM local radio and two 

representatives from the festival committee were interviewed on BeatFM. 

There was promotional material in local newspapers with reports and photos in 

the weeks leading up to the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5,000 stylish brochures detailing all of the events were put to print and these 

were available free of charge to everyone. Brochures were available in 

locations all across town such as the library and the Tourist Office. 

 



 

 

- Clonmel Busking Festival 2017 -     Page | 17  

There was substantial online marketing with a dedicated Busking Festival 

website which provided regular updates of events and happenings and the 

Busking Festival Facebook (following of 8,280 people) and Twitter (following of 

1,258 people) pages gave real time information, photos and videos about the 

events. The Clonmel Tourist Office was on hand throughout the festival to 

provide information to visitors and locals alike. 
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Income Sources 

 

 Tipperary County Council €15,000 

 Admission from Launch Night €4,000 

 IMRO €1,000 

 

 

Total costs = €20,000 
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Breakdown of Festival Costs 

 

 Insurance €3,460.00 

  

Kids Street Carnival 

 Puppet show & children’s games 

 

€1,600.00 

  

Family Fun Day 

 Maher Plant Hire 

 

€1,033.00 

 

 Pet farm and ww wrestling 

 

€1,250.00 

Printing Costs €3,241.75 

Musical entertainment 

 

€5,250.00 

Waxwing Productions (P.A) 

 

€1,500.00 

The Coachman 

 

€1,000.00 

 

 

Total costs = €18,334.75


